HB 657 -- Ethics

Sponsor: My

This bill nodifies various provisions regarding ethics and
canpai gn contribution disclosures. In its main provisions, the
bill:

(1) Requires |lobbyists to file verified registration fornms with
the Ethics Comm ssion no |ater than January 5 of each year or
five days after beginning | obbyist activities;

(2) Requires financial interest statenents to be filed with the
commi ssion electronically rather than in paper form and changes
the dates by which financial interest statements nust be fil ed;

(3) Allows candidates for General Assenbly | eadership positions
to form canpai gn conmittees, sets the canpaign contribution
limts for the | eadership commttees, requires the | eadership
commttees to file canpaign contribution disclosure reports by
certain dates, and prohibits the | eadership commttees from
maki ng canpai gn contributions to | eadershi p candi dates’ regul ar
candi date conm tt ees;

(4) Changes the | anguage regarding the notice that nust be given
to subjects of conplaints and conm ssion investigations from
“actual notice” to “notice”;

(5) Changes the body to which subjects of conplaints may appeal
Et hi cs Conmi ssion actions fromthe Admnistrative Hearing
Comm ssion to the circuit court of Cole County;

(6) Deletes direct dollar anobunts fromvarious sections limting
canpai gn contributions and instead references the section setting
t he base anpbunt and the nethod of computing the biennial

i ncrease;

(7) Changes the requirenment that certain candidates file
required reports with both their local election authority and the
commi ssion, to just the comm ssion;

(8) Requires that candidates for the General Assenbly file
canpai gn di scl osure reports electronically, beginning on a date
set by the commi ssion but not |later than January 5, 2005;

(9) Deletes the requirenment that the conm ssion print and nmake
avai l able a sunmary of all [aws over which the conm ssion has
enf orcement powers;

(10) Reorgani zes various sections regarding reporting



requi renents for out-of-state commttees and candi dates nom nat ed
by political party commttees; and

(11) Changes the dollar anmount of contributions which triggers
the requirenent for continuing commttees to file electronic
reports from $15,000 to $5,000 and extends the requirenent to
political party conmttees and canpai gn conm ttees.



